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The rowhome at 928 E. North Avenue, which once served as a family home for six, transformed over time 
into a funeral home that would serve thousands each year. But within these walls, the March family built not 
only a business, but a deep and enduring commitment to their community. At the heart of this commitment 
was a shared belief in the transformative power of education, and the family’s dedication to providing 
opportunities for future generations to succeed.

In 1981, the March family established the Thelma March Scholarship Foundation in honor of Thelma March, In 1981, the March family established the Thelma March Scholarship Foundation in honor of Thelma March, 
the late sister of William C. March. The foundation was created to empower young people from Baltimore’s 
historic Black high schools, offering them a chance to rise above their circumstances and reach their dreams.
To date, nearly one million dollars in scholarships has been awarded to deserving students from Paul 
Laurence Dunbar High School and Frederick Douglass High School. These four-year college scholarships not 
only alleviate  nancial burdens but also provide students with the tools to pursue their
academic and professional goals. The foundation’s impact is a reeection of the 
March family’s unwavering belief in the importance of education, and their desire March family’s unwavering belief in the importance of education, and their desire 
to help students unlock their potential. The foundation is an essential part of the 
March family’s legacy of community partnership and service. Through this commitment
to education, March Funeral Homes has helped generations of students create brighter 
futures, ensuring that the March family’s legacy will stand for joy, opportunity, and a 
belief in the power of education to transform lives.

          William C. and Julia Roberta March were no strangers to hard economic times. They both grew up 
poor, by a different standard than we understand today. The grandchildren of slaves, they lived in a time 
of the Great Depression, segregation, and multiple wars. In their high school years both graduated from 
night school because they had to worked during the day to support their family. William would be 
drafted to WWII. Upon his return home, he would use the GI Bill to pay for an education he wasn’t 
previously afforded and went to Mortuary School. Years later, William the dreamer, wanted to purchase a 
 xer-upper row house and open a funeral home. Roberta supported her husband, packed up the home 
she loved, and with their young children in tow, moved to 928 E. North Avenue. Three months later, they 
hung a sign announcing that the William C. March Funeral Home was open for business. Success was not 
immediate. In their  rst year of business, the funeral home conducted a total of two services. The 
following year there were four. Even in the face challenges, they were not deterred. The goal of providing 
their children with educational opportunities they never had was the driving force that caused them to 
work over 100-hours per week. His business mind and her compassionate heart combined to form what 
would become the March Legacy.would become the March Legacy.

The founding Marches would also be proud to know that their works, 
initially innuenced by their desire to educate their four children 

would not only set a standard in their own family
 but also lead to the renaming of Harford Heights to 

the William C. March Middle School, now known as the William C. March Memorial Campus.















Within these walls of 928 E. North Avenue, the location of the  rst March Funeral Home, the March family 
worked tirelessly, not just in business, but in fostering a sense of healing and joy even amidst the grief of 
others. Their commitment to serving the community extended far beyond their funeral services, with a 
profound focus on providing hope and opportunity to those navigating the hardest moments of their lives.

In 1982, the March family launched “A Time of Sharing,” a peer support group aimed at helping those In 1982, the March family launched “A Time of Sharing,” a peer support group aimed at helping those 
suffering from loss. This humble beginning laid the foundation for what would become Roberta’s House, a 
nonproot grief and loss center established in 2007 and a newly constructed building in 2019 on the site of 
the family’s former funeral home. Named in honor of the March family matriarch, Roberta’s House serves as 
a beacon of healing, offering bereavement support to children, families, and individuals coping with the loss 
of loved ones. With a deep belief that grief should never be faced alone, Roberta’s House provides a safe 
space for individuals to heal and recover, restoring hope and joy to those in their darkest hours.

The path to the $15 million facility was not an easy one, but it was driven by the March family’s unshakable 
commitment to the community and their belief in the power of support during times of sorrow. Roberta’s 
House grew out of the March family’s long-standing dedication to bereavement care, which had already 
touched the lives of thousands through funeral services and peer support groups. 

 Today, Roberta’s House offers 15 grief support programs that serve an average of 2,000 individuals annually,  Today, Roberta’s House offers 15 grief support programs that serve an average of 2,000 individuals annually, 
with all types of death losses including programs for children, teens and families and those dealing with 
homicide loss, survivors of traumatic loss. The organization has expanded its reach to include a new location 
in Prince George’s County with like programs. 

Annette R. March-Grier, the visionary founder of Roberta’s House, has been recognized for her work as a Top Annette R. March-Grier, the visionary founder of Roberta’s House, has been recognized for her work as a Top 
10 CNN Hero, further highlighting the impact of the family’s mission to bring healing and joy in the face of 
grief. The programs offered at Roberta’s House are free to participants, ensuring that all individuals, 
regardless of their background or  nancial situation, have access to the support they need to heal. It also 
provides individual therapy for those with mental health needs. This community-driven initiative is 
supported by a network of health providers, businesses, and volunteers, and has received grants from local, 
state, and national organizations.

The March family’s legacy of bringing joy even in grief continues to grow through Roberta’s House, which The March family’s legacy of bringing joy even in grief continues to grow through Roberta’s House, which 
serves as a testament to their commitment to helping others  nd hope, healing, and wholeness. What began 
as a funeral service has evolved into a lifeline for those suffering the profound pain of loss—showing that 
even in the darkest times, the March family’s dedication to healing, education, and community remains a 
powerful force for good.





March Funel Homes - West
4300 Wabash Ave, Baltimore, MD 21215

(410) 542-2400
marchfh.com

Marshall-March Funel Homes - 
Suitland

4308 Suitland Rd, Suitland, MD 20746
(301) 736-1616

marshallmarchfh.com

Johnson-Fosbrink Funel Home
8521 Loch Raven Blvd, Baltimore, MD 21286

 (410) 668-2300
johnsonfosbrinkfh.com

Marshall-March Funel Homes - 
Washington, D.C.

4217 9th St NW, Washington, DC 20011
(202) 723-1250

marshallmarchfh.com

March Funel Homes - East
1101 E North Ave, Baltimore, MD 21202

 (410) 727-3300
marchfh.com

March Life Tribute Center - Laurel
7601 Sandy Spring Rd, Laurel, MD 20707

 (301) 490-1550
marchltclaurel.com

March Funel Homes - 
Laburnum

2110 E Laburnum Ave, Richmond, VA 23222
(804) 321-4200

marchfuneralhomevirginia.com

8710 Dogwood Rd, Baltimore, MD 21244
(410) 944-8300

kingmemorialpark.com

928 E. North Ave, Baltimore, MD 21202
(410) 235-6633

robertashouse.org

March Life Tribute Center - 
Randallstown

5616 Old Court Rd, Windsor Mill, MD 21244
(410) 655-0110

marchltcrandallstown.com


